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said: ' The similitude of it in the world is the sun, because
as soon as it reaches the centre of the firmament, there is
no spot to which its rays do not penetrate.3 The monk
replied : ' Thou hast spoken well, and strung well the pearl
of signification.' Shouts of applause were then heard from
all quarters, and the old man of the convent again asked:
' We and you agree that the inhabitants of paradise eat
food, drink beverages, and that neither the former nor the
latter decrease in quantity. Tell me, if thou knowest, what
the similitude of this is in the world ?' The Emam said :
' The similitude of it in the world is the Book of God, the
Most High and Magnificent; because no matter how much
commentators and expounders dilate on its contents, and
how much trouble they take to discriminate between the
truths and subtleties thereof, they can never accomplish
their purpose, and it remains as it was before/ The monk
approved of this answer, and said : * We and you say that
the inhabitants of paradise consume food and drink, but
that they discharge neither urine nor excrements ; what is
the similitude of this in the world ?' The Emam replied :
' The likeness of this is as of the embryo in the maternal
womb, which partakes of the nourishment it receives from
the mother, but has no evacuations.' The monk said:
' Thou hast given the right explanation. Tell me, now,
whether the key to paradise is of gold or of silver T The
Emlm said: c It is neither of the one nor the other, but it
is the tongue of the believing servant turning about in the
mouth, and saying, " There is no God but Allah, and Mu-
hammad is His apostle/'' The monk said: ' I shall now
ask thee another question, which thou wilt be unable to
answer/ Mtisa queried: * Wilt thou make a profession of
our religion if I give thee the proper solution ? He said :
' Yes/ After having agreed to this condition the monk
asked : ' Tell me how it happened that of two brothers who
were born in the same night, and were on the same day
received into the propinquity of divine mercy, one was, on
the day of their death, two hundred, and the other only
one hundred years old V The Em&m replied : * Those two